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        FIREFIGHTERS SURPRISE CANCER PATIENTS WITH CHECKS 
                                                
(TEMPLE TERRACE, FL. – 11/1/13) – When a fleet of fire engines pulled up in front of Eva Johnson’s  
house Sunday afternoon, she assumed a fire must have broken out next door. But, she was in for an even bigger 
surprise. 
 
Temple Terrace firefighters knocked on her door, then presented her with a check for $1,200. Days later, the 
firefighters made a similar call on Raintree resident Nancy Barlar, again presenting a $1,200 check. 
 
“It was quite a surprise for them,” said Temple Terrace Engineer/Paramedic Benjamin Farris. “It was very 
emotional -- very special.” 
 
The check presentations were part of a Breast Cancer Awareness Month campaign sponsored by Temple Terrace 
Professional Firefighters (IAFF Local 3582). The firefighters union held a spaghetti dinner in September to raise 
money for breast cancer patients, and nearly 500 people attended. 
 
“It was a huge success. We never would have believed it,” Farris said. 
 
Temple Terrace firefighters had supported Breast Cancer Awareness Month each October for years, Farris noted, 
“but we thought the Professional Firefighters could do something more to help women who were suffering with 
breast cancer. That’s when we came up with the idea of a spaghetti dinner.” 
 
Area churches recommended Johnson and Barlar, both Temple Terrace residents. Rubber firefighter boots also 
were filled with donations, and that cash was given to the women as well. “Just something to help make their lives 
easier, with the suffering they’re going through,” Farris said. 
 
With the success of the dinner, union members say they expect to make the fundraising effort an annual event.  
 
For more information about Temple Terrace Professional Firefighters (IAFF Local 3582), call (813) 506-6700. 
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