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       FIRE DEPARTMENT TAKES FIRST IN NATIONAL COMPETITION 
                                                
(TEMPLE TERRACE, FL. – 1/27/14) – The Temple Terrace Fire Department took first place in 
a national Rapid Intervention Competition held Jan. 24-25 in Daytona Beach. 
 
The fire department’s Rapid Intervention Competition Team (RIT) beat 13 other fire-rescue teams from 
around the country in the intense, two-day competition, held during the Fire Rescue-East Conference. 
The national conference drew hundreds of fire-rescue and emergency medical personnel from the 
eastern part of the United States. The event was hosted by the Florida Fire Chiefs Association. 
 
The Rapid Intervention Competition required teams to navigate a simulated structure fire with their 
oxygen masks blacked out to recreate a zero-visibility environment, said Temple Terrace Fire Chief 
Keith Chapman. Teams were graded on their ability to assess, search and rescue downed victims within 
the structure. 
 
The five-person teams encountered a structural-collapse environment, confined spaces and a complete 
lack of visibility, Chapman said. Four members of the team were responsible for forceable entry, search 
and rescue activities, while the fifth member was responsible for incident command procedures. 
 
Temple Terrace’s team posted the fastest rescue time in the preliminary round on Friday, Jan. 24. After 
advancing to the finals on Saturday, Jan. 25, the team clinched first place by successfully rescuing two 
downed firefighters inside the simulated structure. 
 
Temple Terrace team members participating in the competition were Division Chief Phil Armiger 
(incident commander), Division Chief Shane Samon, Capt./Paramedic David McAuley, 
Engineer/Paramedic Benjamin Blethen, and Firefighter/Paramedic Robert Harrington. 
 
“We are extremely proud of our RIT competition team,” Chapman said. “Their professionalism and 
outstanding performance is evidence of our department’s commitment to excellence.” 
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